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This photo was taken outside of the Mayor’s Office on Putnam Street. These light poles were an improvement made during the 

Mayor Schlicher’s tenure, showcasing a beautification project done during his time. He proceeded to explain how these have 

modernized the city, beautified the sidewalks, and are loved by the residents and visitors of Marietta. 

[MARIETTA, OH] Nestled along the banks of the Ohio River, Marietta, Ohio, is a city steeped in history 

and characterized by its well-preserved 18th and 19th-century architecture. In a National Geographic 

magazine, Marietta has been recognized as "One of the Best Places to Live" and lauded as a "Best 

Adventure Town". As you delve into the heart of this historic city, its commercial district beckons with 

an array of distinctive stores, charming boutiques, captivating antique shops, and galleries, each a 

testament to Marietta's vibrant artistic community. Amidst this cultural tapestry, local restaurants and 

cozy cafes invite you to savor the flavors of Marietta, while historic theatres and museums offer a 

glimpse into the rich heritage that defines this remarkable city. It's a welcoming small-town community, 

priding itself on its safety and sense of belonging. Festivals punctuate the city's calendar, celebrating its 

heritage and fostering a sense of unity among its residents. 

At the helm of this historic city is Mayor Josh Schlicher, a leader dedicated to preserving Marietta's 

unique charm while ushering in a new era of progress. With a keen understanding of the city's legacy 

and a vision for its future, Mayor Schlicher stands as a beacon of hope and innovation for the close-knit 

community of Marietta. In this article, we delve into the remarkable blend of tradition and 

transformation that defines Mayor Schlicher's tenure and its impact on Marietta's vibrant tapestry. 



Mayor Schlicher leads a city steeped in heritage and architectural splendor. With a keen eye for 

preserving tradition while propelling progress, Mayor Schlicher has spearheaded a series of 

transformative initiatives during his tenure. 

His focus has been twofold. Internally, he's worked tirelessly to streamline departments, policies, and 

procedures. This effort includes the first major policy upgrade in three decades, a significant leap 

forward for the city. Procedures are being modernized, with an emphasis on transitioning business 

forms, payments, and permits online. The consolidation of departments has enhanced operational 

efficiency, a milestone that has not gone unnoticed by the city's residents. Externally, Marietta has 

witnessed a renaissance in its infrastructure. Streets have been revitalized, parks meticulously updated 

and maintained, and a state-of-the-art $40 million water treatment plant stands as a testament to 

Marietta's commitment to progress. A major slip-out on the river trail, once a challenge, was repaired 

under Mayor Schlicher's guidance. 

Navigating the challenges of unforeseen events has been a hallmark of Mayor Schlicher's tenure. The 

COVID pandemic and the River Trail Slip tested the city's resilience, but pragmatic approaches and 

financial acumen ensured Marietta not only weathered the storms but emerged stronger. 

Mayor Schlicher's tenure has seen the city evolve in ways previously unimaginable. From vital internal 

reforms to major private sector investments and securing grants for transformative projects, his 

leadership has been nothing short of visionary. Collaborative efforts have mended bridges with other 

agencies, fostering a spirit of unity and progress. 

The Mayors’ Partnership for Progress (MPP) has proven to be an invaluable asset in Mayor Joshua 

Schlicher's journey as the leader of Marietta. This collaborative network of mayors has provided him 

with a platform for sharing insights, seeking advice, and learning from the experiences of fellow city 

leaders. The regular meetings with other mayors have not only offered a space for camaraderie but also 

a forum for practical problem-solving. 

Through the MPP, Mayor Schlicher has gained access to a wealth of resources and expertise that have 

significantly bolstered his efforts in Marietta. He values the ease with which he can reach out to other 

mayors for guidance and support. The ability to draw on the collective wisdom of municipalities facing 

similar challenges has been instrumental in finding innovative solutions and best practices. 

Furthermore, the MPP has facilitated meaningful collaborations with other agencies and organizations. 

The partnership with the Governors Appalachian Community Program and Buckeye Hills Regional 

Council, for instance, has resulted in projects and initiatives that might not have been possible without 

this network. 

The MPP has served as a catalyst for growth and progress in Marietta. It has enabled Mayor Schlicher to 

tap into a wellspring of knowledge, resources, and collaborative opportunities, ultimately benefiting 

both him and the city he serves. Through this network, Mayor Schlicher has forged connections that 

have not only enhanced his leadership but have also enriched the fabric of Marietta's community and 

development. 

In the realm of long-term vision, Mayor Schlicher is resolute. His goal is to see ongoing projects come to 

fruition and drive Marietta's growth and development. He envisions a network of collaboration between 



the development office, port authority, and county commissioners, recognizing that it takes a collective 

effort to elevate Marietta. 

With a passion for people and a vision for Marietta's bright future, Mayor Schlicher continues to leave 

an indelible mark on this historic city. The gratitude expressed by citizens and the connections forged 

with leaders from diverse backgrounds stand as a testament to his commitment to Marietta's flourishing 

legacy. From tricentennial celebrations in their sister city of Rutland, Massachusetts, to visits to 

historical sites, every moment is a step toward a more vibrant and prosperous Marietta. Through his 

dedication and tireless efforts, Mayor Schlicher is leading Marietta into a future that embraces progress 

while cherishing its cherished small-town feel and rich history. 


